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Conceptualising ‘One’ (一)

Working Towards a Unified Understanding

24 – 26 January 2024

conference organised by the sin-aps research group
Chair for Sinology with a Focus on the Cultural and Intellectual History of China



WEDNESDAY, 24 JANUARY 2024 
Session 1: Multiple Dimensions of “一” (Chair: Andrea Bréard)

09h30-10h00 Welcome Coffee (optional) 
10h00-10h15 Introduction
10h15-11h15 Wang Zhongjiang王中江 (Beijing): 根源、准则和良序的象征：为什么是“一”这个符

号？
11h15-12h15   Puglia Francesca (Sassari): Taiyi太一, the Great One, in Chu 楚 Textual Sources 
12h15-13h30 Lunch Break 
13h30-14h30 Wittern Christian (Kyōto): Finding One in the Many Ones: Usages of一 yī in the景德傳

燈錄 Jingde chuandeng lu (KR6q0003) 
14h30-15h30 Keßler Florian (Erlangen): “One” in 768 Dimensions: Using Language Models to Analyze 

the Usage Trends of一 yi on a Large Scale
15h30-16h00 Coffee Break 
16h00-17h00 Schädlich Na (Halle): Zur Spontanität im Gebrauch des Zahlwortes »一« in Antiken 

Texten  
THURSDAY, 25 JANUARY 2024 

Session 2: Linguistic Perspectives (Chair: Andrea Bréard)
10h30-11h30 Kiel Valerie (Bochum/Erlangen): The Number ‘One’ as the Indefinite Article: A Cross-

Linguistic Perspective
11h30-12h00 Coffee Break 
12h00-13h00 Text Reading Session
13h00-14h00 Lunch Break

Session 3: Singular Dimensions of “一” (Chair: Sabine Weber)
14h00-15h00 Crone Thomas (Erlangen): Unity Before Unification
15h00-16h00 Pines Yuri (Jerusalem): The Political One: Justifying the Monarchic Rule
16h00-18h00 Break

18h00-19h00 Uhlmann Gyburg (Nuremberg): Keynote: 
Unity and Number – Philosophical Approaches from the Liberal Arts in Antiquity

(Schwarz-Weiß-Saal (0.026), Institut für funktionelle und klinische Anatomie, Universitätsstr. 19, 91054 Erlangen)

FRIDAY, 26 JANUARY 2024
09h00-10h00 Schmidt Anja (Bochum): Oneness in Kwŏn Kŭn’s Iphak tosŏl
10h00-11h00 Schwermann Christian (Bochum): “Focusing on One Single Purpose” (yi壹): The 

Concept of Single-Mindedness in Early Chinese Texts 
11h00-11h30 Coffee Break 
11h30-12h30 Harbsmeier Christoph (Oslo): Early Chinese Onehood in Lexicography, Grammar, and 

Philosophy
12h30-13h30 Lunch Break 

Session 4: Numberness of “一” in Ancient China (Chair: Florian Keßler)
13h30-14h30 Behr Wolfgang (Zurich): Lexical ‘One’ in Old Chinese: Primary, Derived or Borrowed? 
14h30-15h30 Henke Eva (Beijing/Berlin/Erlangen): Why Liu Hui’s Concept of “One” is Not the

Concept of a “Measure” 
15h30-16h00 Coffee Break 
16h00-17h00 Bréard Andrea (Erlangen) / Kiel Valerie (Bochum/Erlangen): “實如法而一”: Division 

and Equality in Early Chinese Mathematical Texts 
Closing Remarks


